[Hypocomplementaemic urticarial vasculitis with bullous lesions and pericardial involvement].
Hypocomplementemic urticarial vasculitis syndrome (HUVS) is a rare disease involving urticarial cutaneous vasculitis, hypocomplementaemia and systemic manifestations. Pericardial involvement occurs in very rare cases. We report a case of HUVS associated with specific pericarditis and bullous lesions. A 63-year-old woman consulted for chronic urticaria that had appeared ten months earlier. Her skin lesions were associated with weight loss of 10 kg, deterioration of respiratory function and abdominal pain. Leukocytoclastic vasculitis was seen in the skin biopsy sample. Hypocomplementaemia and anti C1q antibodies were present and a diagnosis of HUVS was made. During hospitalisation, extensive compressive pericardial effusion was identified, and histological examination of the biopsy revealed specific pericardial lymphocytic vasculitis. During follow-up, four episodes of infectious pneumonitis were noted. Bullous skin lesions were also observed. HUVS is a disease caused by an antibody against C1q complement responsible for urticarial lesions and vasculitis antibodies. To our knowledge, there have been only five reports in the literature of pericardial injury associated with HUVS. In our case, histological examination of the pericardium demonstrated lymphocytic vasculitis.